
EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES

DATE AND TIME: May 3, 2017 7:00 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Board Members: John D. Bingham
Douglas W. Brubaker
G. Edward LeFevre
W. Scott

Wiglesworth

Manager: Robert S. Krimmel
Assistant Manager: Cindy A. Schweitzer
Director of Public Works Perry T. Madonna

            Director of Planning & Development: Jon E. Beck
Chief of Police: Stephen A. Skiles

ABSENT: H. Scott Russell

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Brubaker, followed by a
moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance. Mr. Brubaker then asked all present to rise
again to share in a special moment of silence in honor of fallen law enforcement officers and to
reflect on all officers and their families and the unselfish service they have given to their
communities.

Police Recognitions

Vice-Chairman Brubaker cited President John F. Kennedy’s 1962 Proclamation which
designated May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial Day and the week in which that day falls as
National Police Week.  During the month of May, police departments all over the country will
honor their officers.  On behalf of the East Hempfield Township Board of Supervisors, Mr.
Brubaker recognized all police officers, especially those in our own community and thanked
them for their selfless duty.

Police Week Proclamation – Resolution #2017-08 – Mr. Brubaker read the 2017 National
Police Week Proclamation.  Motion was made by Mr. Bingham and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to
adopt Resolution #2017-08 which formally designates the week of May 14-20, 2017 as Police
Week in East Hempfield Township, and publicly salutes the service of law enforcement officers
in our community and in communities across the nation. The motion was unanimously passed (4-
0).  

Police Awards:
Chief Stephen Skiles opened the police awards ceremony to acknowledge and celebrate the good
work the East Hempfield Township Police Department has done during the past year. Chief
Skiles, Lt. Tammy Marsh and Lt. Jennifer Brubaker presented the following awards:

 Annual   Community   Policing   Award – Presented to an employee who developed
community partnerships, identified and solved problems, and implemented new
initiations and programs with meaningful results.
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o Officer Jason Skiles

 Annual   Kenneth   Neidinger   Officer   of   the   Year   Award – Presented to an officer,
regardless of rank or assignment, and based upon professionalism, exemplary service
and accomplishment during the year.

o Officer Josh Sandman

The Board and all those present thanked and congratulated the entire East Hempfield Police
Department.

A. Herr Park Master Plan
Mr. Krimmel informed everyone present that groups that use the park and adjoining neighbors
have been invited to take part in a review and public discussion of the preliminary draft map of a
proposed A. Herr Park Master Plan.  Mr. Scott Hain, David Miller/Associates, presented the
draft map and explained the concept of the plan using overhead visuals.

There were many comments and suggestions from visitors which included but were not limited
to: safety of children crossing Nissley Road to access the proposed snack bar location, security
considerations when moving the recycling containers to a more secluded location, moving a
proposed parking lot closer to the police department to limit miss use and potential impact of
parking near private property, concern that the proposed court expansion is too close to private
property, request to relocate the basketball court to another area of the park away from private
property due to unacceptable language and loud music, and if Naomi Avenue were to be
extended then consider relocating the small playground area for safe play away from a roadway.
Mr. Hain assured that all requests will be taken into consideration and documented.  Mr.
Wiglesworth reminded those present that this is a draft plan that could easily take 20-year to
build with changes/modifications along the way . . . there is no time-frame and nothing is going
to happen immediately due to time, planning and financial constraints.  

Several Naomi Drive residents reiterated objections previously aired regarding the extension and
connection of Naomi Drive (narrowness of the roadway and added traffic), problems with traffic
on Elmwood, and concern with The Willows development.  Attorney Chris Underhill was
present on behalf of Mr. Johnson and the residents.  Mr. Bingham remarked and Chief Skiles
agreed that controlling a high volume of traffic on event days and police emergency use could be
an issue if the single access road (Nissley Road) continues. Mr. Hain affirmed that traffic studies
would be done at the appropriate time, noted that the plan is a draft/concept plan for discussion
not construction. The Board stated that all questions, comments, concerns and previous
discussions are being noted for future discussion.

At the close of the review and public discussion, Mr. Brubaker thanked all visitors for their
comments and assured that the Board is going to take all input into consideration as things
progress.

Public Comment – None



East Hempfield Board of Supervisors May 3, 2017

Page 3 of 6

Consent Agenda:

a. Approval to pay invoices from all funds covering 4/21/2017 to 5/5/2017 & totaling 

$276,533.88.

b. Approval of minutes: April 19, 2017

There being no further comments or questions (Board or Public), the consent agenda was 
approved as presented and discussed by motion of Mr. LeFevre, second by Mr. Bingham 
and passed by the Board (4-0).

Public Hearing to amend the Stormwater Management Ordinance
Mr. Brubaker opened the Public Hearing and reviewed the nature and purpose of the Hearing and
the rights of the Board of Supervisors as pertaining to Public Hearings.  The purpose of the
hearing was to provide the public with the opportunity to review and discuss an amendment to
modify the East Hempfield Township Stormwater Management Ordinance definition for a
“Small Project”. There were no questions or comments about the Public Hearing procedural
process.  

Mr. Beck explained the proposed amendment and remarked that he did not see any negatives to
the modification.  There being no further comments or questions (Board or Public), the Public
Hearing was closed.  Mr. Brubaker advised that board action would be taken under action item
a(1) on tonight’s meeting agenda.

Action items
a. Development Services:

1) Stormwater Management Ordinance amendment–consideration of Ordinance #2017-02
A Public Hearing to review and discuss an amendment to modify the Stormwater
Management Ordinance was held earlier in tonight’s meeting.  There being no further
comments or questions (Board or Public), motion was made by Mr. Bingham and
seconded by Mr. Wiglesworth to approve Ordinance #2017-02, which amends the East
Hempfield Township Stormwater Management Ordinance’s definition for a “Small
Project”, establishing 5,000 square feet of new impervious area added to a property as the
maximum limit of a small project.    The motion passed (4-0).

b. Herr Country Fair – future needs and Township involvement

Mr. Krimmel led discussion of future needs and the level of Township involvement in
continuing the Fair due to notification received from Jeffrey Book, Executive Director,
Hempfield Area Recreation Commission that HARC will no longer be able to organize the
event.  Mr. Krimmel believes there is support to continue this annual event and is meeting
with several people who have expressed interest.  He asked the Board’s permission to pull a
committee together comprised of those interested in moving forward, keeping
communications open with HARC.  The Board concurred.  Mr. Krimmel advised that there is
$2,000.00 in this year’s budget for this event.  The Board agreed to utilize these monies for
this year’s Fair.
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c. Wheatland Hills Glenbrook Community – request to name Wheatland Hills Pavilion

Mr. Krimmel presented the request received from Wheatland Hills Glenbrook Community
Organization asking permission to name the Wheatland Hills Park Pavilion “The George R.
Marcinko Pavilion” in honor of George R. Marcinko.  They are also asking if the Township
would be willing to cover the costs associated with designing, creating and installing the sign.
The Board was invited to attend the pavilion’s dedication on Sunday, August 7, 2017 at the
park.  Following discussion, motion was made by Mr. Bingham and seconded by Mr. LeFevre
to approve Wheatland Hills – Glenbrook Community’s request and officially designate the
Wheatland Hills pavilion as the “George R. Marcinko Pavilion” and authorize staff to work
with the Wheatland Hills Glenbrook Community regarding costs.  The motion passed (4-0).
The Board congratulated Mr. Marcinko who was present at this proceeding.

d. Peter Rebman/Barbara Boyd -  request to close Tulane Terrace for Block Party
Mr. Krimmel presented the request to close Tulane Terrace (between Columbia & Wilson) on
May 7, 2017 between 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. for a block party. Following discussion, Motion
was made by Mr. Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr. Bingham to approve the closure of Tulane
Terrace (between Columbia Ave. and Wilson Ave.) from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for a block
party on May 7, 2017.  The motion passed (4-0).

e. Dreampark (A. Herr Park) loop trail – review of trail cost estimates & authorization to bid
Scott Hain, David Miller/Associates, presented the loop trail cost estimates.   He noted the cost
estimate does not include stormwater management; the cost of which would be above and
beyond that presented and he has not yet had an opportunity to compile this information.
DM/A was tasked with looking at options for extending the path system on the west side of
Nissley Road. 

Mr. Brubaker stated he is not comfortable with the present options and cost budget and in light
of current information, he believes we are premature in extending the trail across Nissley Road.

Mr. Krimmel noted extending the trails beyond the loop trail and the stormwater management
are not budgeted.  A survey ($10,750.00 proposal received from DM/A to survey the entire
Park) is required to determine how to phase it.  To remain in compliance with the DCNR Grant,
the Board is required to install the loop trail in the northwestern area of the park.  Mr. Brubaker
questioned the ramifications if voted down.  He also questioned how the grant money available
would factor in as it must pass muster with DCNR regarding grant monies.  The matter was
opened up to the rest of the Board regarding how they wish to proceed and discussion revolved
around the following:  The loop trail was already approved to be expanded and designed; delays
in the police expansion have raised the issue of necessary stormwater for the trail; should the
board consider a different surface (stone dust vs paving) in order to reduce cost.  Mr. Hain will
continue his work on stormwater options for the loop trail and add focus to the survey work for
the entire park.

After discussion, motion was made by Mr. Wiglesworth and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to
authorize David Miller/Associates to put together a full site survey not to exceed $10,750.00.
The motion unanimously passed (4-0).  Mrs. Schweitzer will contact DCNR concerning surface
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restrictions.  Further action regarding authorization to bid the Dreampark’s Loop Trail project
was tabled pending receipt of the additional information.

f. Manheim Twp. Local Bridge bundling project
Mr. Krimmel described the project and the necessity for adopting the two resolutions listed 
below and the authorization to advertise the ordinance.

1) Resolution #2017-09 to authorize Director of Public Works to coordinate with
Manheim Twp. and PennDOT on this project.

Motion was made by Mr. Bingham and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to adopt Resolution
#2017-09 authorizing Perry Madonna, Director of Public Works, to coordinate for and on
behalf of the Township, with Manheim Twp. and PennDOT on any matter involving
Multi-Bridge Project No. 08A605 or any related matter involving transportation
improvements at or near the border of the two townships or which may have effects at or
near the border of the townships. The motion passed (4-0).

2) Resolution #2017-10 to authorize the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman to sign necessary 
paperwork/plans associated with this project.

Motion was made by Mr. Bingham and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to adopt Resolution
#2017-10 authorizing H. Scott Russell, Chairman, or Douglas W. Brubaker, Vice-
Chairman, to execute such additional documents as needed or advisable to assist with the
Local Bridge Bundling Project.  The motion passed (4-0).

3) Authorization to advertise ordinance authorizing right of way acquisition.

Motion was made by Mr. Bingham and seconded by Mr. LeFevre to authorize township
staff to advertise Ordinance #2017-03 in accordance with the Second Class Township
Code.  The motion passed (4-0).

Old Business - None

New Business - None

Manager’s Report:

1. Police   Building   Extension: Mr. Krimmel has been working with our attorneys to prepare for
the Orphans Court filing. We will need the park master plan to finish the articles for the
testimony and a survey to accurately describe the area we propose to use for the police
expansion. Mr. Krimmel will be meeting with Attorney Susan Peipher next week to help to
review the strategy.   Mr. Krimmel will be requesting an Executive Session immediately
following the May 17, 2017 Board of Supervisors meeting to review that strategy.
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2. TIP   Projects: Several members of the staff, Steve Kraybill and Doug Brubaker met with
PennDOT representatives that posed the idea that the Township agree to accept liability for
Amtrak that involved damages of any kind that occurred in and around the State Road bridge
over their railroad tracks in perpetuity. The liability extended beyond the environmental
issues we accepted on the Holland Street Bridge. The township group stated we could not
accept or sign any agreements that contained such language. We urged the PennDOT reps to
define exactly what Amtrak intended to be in the agreement and ask Amtrak for some
reasonable limits that the Township could accept.  The township group also agreed to contact
elected officials at the federal level for support.  Mr. Krimmel will advise the Board when the
next meeting will be held.

3. Centerville   Road   North: The natural gas line is being installed and the agreement between
the Township and PPL is approved and delivered. Perry Madonna issued the road permit and
PPL is scheduling their work.  No start date has been received yet.

4. Dream Park Walking Trail:  See Action Item (e) on tonight’s meeting agenda.

Adjournment
By unanimous consent of the Board, Mr. Brubaker adjourned the meeting to executive session at
9:30 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue involving a police officer and possibly a legal issue.

Respectfully submitted,

 _______________________________
Robert S. Krimmel, Manager/Secretary




